Programme  on  The  Unity  of  the  Church 
and  the  Renewal  of  Human  Community 


An  Invitation 


This  is  an  invitation  to  join  in  an  international  ecumenical 
study.  It  is  an  opportunity  to  reflect  on  what  it  means  to  live 
as  Christians  within  the  church  and  in  our  world  today. 

The  next  pages  will  explain  what  the  study  is  and  how  your 
contribution  can  be  important  to  it.  We  hope  that  when  you 
have  read  this  you  will  decide  to  form  a study  group.  If  you 
do,  please  fill  in  and  return  the  response  form  opposite.  This 
will  help  us  in  our  planning  and  enable  us  to  keep  in  touch 
with  you. 


This  study  guide  has  been  produced  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Steering  Group  for  the  Faith  and  Order  study  “The  Unity 
of  the  Church  and  the  Renewal  of  Human  Community”. 

Many  persons  have  contributed  to  its  creation,  including: 
Tom  Best,  Janet  Crawford,  Araceley  Rocchietti,  Randall 
Hansen,  Ademar  Olivera,  Jill  Schaeffer,  Padmasani  Gallup, 
Martin  Cressey,  Melanie  May,  Joyce  Bailey,  Paul  Crow, 
Mercy  Oduyoye,  the  Boston  Group,  Coralie  Ling  and  ecu- 
menical colleagues,  Isabel  Best,  Gunther  Gassmann,  Ingrid 
Hartig,  and  WCC  Publications  staff. 
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Introduction  to  the  Study 


There  is  one  body  of  Christ.  But  Christians  are  divided  into  many 
churches  and  denominations. 

In  part  that  is  because  Christians  have  often  differed  — sometimes 
sharply  — about  theological  issues. 

But  many  divisions  within  and  among  churches  reflect  the  broken- 
ness of  the  wider  human  community.  Like  the  society  in  which  its 
members  live,  the  church  is  not  free  from  separation  along  racial  or 
ethnic  lines,  from  gulfs  between  rich  and  poor,  from  estrangement 
between  men  and  women. 

Whatever  their  source,  divisions  among  Christians  are  against 
Christ’s  will.  Often  they  distort  or  drown  out  the  proclamation  of 
the  good  news  of  Christ’s  kingdom,  which  brings  salvation,  justice 
and  reconciliation. 

The  ecumenical  movement  is  an  effort  to  overcome  divisions  within 
and  between  churches,  challenged  and  inspired  by  Jesus’  prayer  for 
those  who  follow  him:  “that  they  may  be  one...  that  the  world 
might  believe”  (John  17:21). 

In  the  search  for  that  kind  of  unity,  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
and  its  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  have  been  exploring  and 
seeking  to  overcome  the  causes  of  disunity.  Much  has  been  accom- 
plished. Much  more  remains  to  be  done. 

This  study  guide  is  part  of  that  effort.  In  its  programme  “The  Unity 
of  the  Church  and  the  Renewal  of  Human  Community”,  Faith  and 
Order  is  looking  at  how  the  brokenness  and  unity  of  church  and 
world  are  related  to  each  other.  The  results  of  this  study  will  be 
offered  to  the  churches  for  their  reflection  and  action. 


A number  of  convictions  undergird  this  study: 

— Both  within  the  church  and  outside  it,  God  is  working  for  the 
renewal  of  the  human  community. 

— A united  and  renewed  church  would  be  a sign  summoning  the 
larger  human  community  to  a new  vision  of  wholeness. 

— Movements  for  renewal  in  the  human  community  may  be  God’s 
sign  and  challenge  to  the  churches. 

— True  Christian  unity  — which  goes  beyond  the  merging  of 
denominational  structures  — requires  the  renewal  of  the  chur- 
ches and  their  members. 

— The  actual  experiences  of  men  and  women  in  diverse  contexts 
form  vital  raw  material  for  doing  theology. 


Local  study  groups 

This  last  conviction  leads  to  the  idea  of  forming  study  groups  all 
over  the  world  to  contribute  to  this  study  programme.  The  method 
of  inter-relating  insights  from  local  groups  and  the  results  of  a series 
of  international  consultations  was  pioneered  in  an  earlier  study,  on 
“The  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church”  (conducted 
by  Faith  and  Order  together  with  the  WCC  Sub-unit  on  Women  in 
Church  and  Society). 

Beginning  in  the  late  1970s,  groups  around  the  world  met  to  discuss 
the  changing  roles  of  women  and  men  and  how  women  and  men 
participate  in  the  life  of  the  church.  The  contribution  made  by  local 
groups  — 150  of  which  sent  reports  back  to  Geneva  — was  central 


RESPONSE  FORM 


Please  send  to: 


Study  on  Unity  and  Renewal 
Faith  and  Order  Commission 
World  Council  of  Churches 
1211  Geneva  20 


SWITZERLAND 


A “Unity  and  Renewal”  study  group  will  be/has  been  formed. 

Contact  person:  Group: 

Name: Church(es)  represented  in  our  group: 

Address: 


Language(s)  used  in  our  group: 

Church: 


( 
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to  this  study  programme.  This  new  study  guide  is  part  of  a similar 
group  process. 

In  1981,  the  results  of  those  discussions  were  brought  to  an 
international  consultation  in  Sheffield,  United  Kingdom.  That  con- 
sultation produced  a vision  of  renewed  community  and  specific 
recommendations  for  action  by  the  churches. 

Your  contribution 

We  believe  that  being  in  a study  group  that  discusses  the  questions 
in  this  study  guide  will  contribute  to  your  understanding  of  your 


own  church,  and  of  what  it  means  to  work  for  unity  and  renewal  in 
your  local  situation. 

We  also  hope  that  you  will  send  a report  from  your  group  to  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission,  so  that  your  reflections  can  become 
part  of  an  international  and  ecumenical  perspective  on  issues  of 
unity  and  renewal.  Your  report  will  be  an  important  contribution  to 
the  whole  study. 


Suggestions  for  Study  Groups 


1.  This  study  guide 

The  study  material  in  this  book  is  for  your  use.  You  may  develop  or 
adapt  it  as  you  wish  for  your  own  situation  and  group.  You  may 
find  there  is  too  much  study  material  for  the  time  you  have 
available;  in  this  case  you  may  shorten  the  text  as  you  think  best. 

We  encourage  you  to  translate  the  text  into  your  own  language,  as  a 
way  of  involving  more  persons  in  the  study.  If  you  are  making  a 
translation,  please  let  us  know  and  be  sure  to  send  us  a copy  when  it 
is  finished. 

You  are  free  to  make  copies  of  the  text  for  your  use.  We  hope  you 
will  distribute  and  use  it  as  widely  as  possible. 

Please  note  that  the  above  refers  to  the  text  and  the  study  symbol  on 
the  front  cover  — not  to  the  worship  materials  (hymns,  hymn  texts, 
prayers)  or  the  other  illustrations.  If  you  want  to  copy,  adapt  or 
translate  these  materials  we  encourage  you  to  request  permission 


from  the  copyright  holders,  who  are  acknowledged  on  the  back 
cover  of  this  study  guide  (addresses  available  from  WCC). 

2.  Starting  a study  group 

Any  person  can  start  a group.  All  you  need  is  a copy  of  this  study 
book  and  a group  of  people  who  are  interested.  When  you  form  a 
group,  please  fill  out  and  return  the  response  form  at  the  bottom  of 
page  3. 

3.  Kinds  of  groups 

Many  different  kinds  of  groups  are  possible.  The  members  might 
all  belong  to  one  church,  or  you  might  organize  an  ecumenical 
group.  They  could  be  people  who  already  belong  to  a church 
organization  such  as  a women’s  group,  a youth  club,  or  a prayer 
group.  You  could  use  some  or  all  of  the  material  at  meetings  of  a 
vestry,  synod,  presbytery  or  committee.  You  could  have  a group  of 


I women  or  of  men,  a group  of  clergy  or  of  lay  people  — or  a mixed 

] group.  It  is  for  you  to  decide  what  is  best  in  your  situation. 

4.  Meetings 

Again  you  will  need  to  decide  what  is  best  for  your  situation.  Some 
groups  might  meet  regularly,  over  a number  of  weeks.  Others 

I might  meet  only  once,  for  a whole  day  or  a weekend. 

5.  Leadership  and  participation 

For  groups  that  meet  more  than  once,  it  often  works  well  if  several 
members  take  turns  in  leading.  Or  perhaps  two  people  could  share 
the  leadership  — for  example,  a man  and  a woman,  a pastor  and  a 
lay  person. 

This  kind  of  study  is  most  enriching  when  everyone  shares  his  or 
her  experiences  and  ideas.  The  leader(s)  should  encourage  every- 
one in  the  group  to  participate.  Do  not  let  a few  people  do  all  the 
talking,  but  bear  in  mind  that  each  person  has  something  important 
to  contribute  and  encourage  those  who  are  shy.  What  we  believe  is 
important;  but  to  begin  by  looking  for  “right”  or  “wrong”  answers 
to  the  questions  may  close  off  a discussion  and  make  some  people 
hesitant  about  speaking  up. 

If  there  are  more  than  eight  or  ten  people,  it  is  helpful  to  divide  into 
smaller  groups  for  discussion  so  that  everyone  can  have  a turn. 

Especially  in  groups  that  are  meeting  for  the  first  time,  it  is  good  to 
begin  the  study  with  some  activity  that  enables  members  to  get  to 
know  each  other  and  to  feel  at  ease  together.  This  varies  from  one 
culture  and  situation  to  another.  Two  different  types  of  approach 
which  work  in  some  cultures  are: 

1.  Passwords.  Distribute  a limited  number  of  “passwords”  to 
participants  as  they  arrive.  Persons  only  respond  to  others  with 
the  same  password,  thus  forming  small  groups  in  which  they 
introduce  themselves  to  one  another. 

2.  Questions.  Besides  the  usual  introductions  ask  people  to 
respond  to  questions  like: 

— When  you  were  growing  up,  how  was  your  home  heated? 

What  was  the  source  of  warmth? 

— What  was  the  source  of  emotional  warmth  in  your  home? 

Find  something  suitable  and  effective  for  your  own  culture  and 
situation. 

6.  Worship  and  Bible  study 

It  is  a good  idea  to  begin  or  end  each  group  meeting  with  worship. 
The  study  guide  includes  a few  suggested  prayers,  scripture  read- 
ings and  songs,  which  you  can  supplement  with  your  own  material. 
Some  groups  might  want  to  write  some  new  prayers  or  songs. 

We  suggest  that  each  session  also  include  a Bible  study.  An 
example  is  included  with  each  set  of  questions.  You  may  prefer  to 


develop  Bible  studies  of  your  own,  using  the  passages  suggested  in 
the  material  for  worship.  The  Bible  studies  printed  in  this  guide  use 
different  methods  and  approaches;  the  first  and  the  fourth  are  from 
specific  regional  contexts.  You  may  have  to  shorten  the  Bible 
studies  to  fit  the  time  available;  remember  that  you  are  free  to  adapt 
the  material  to  your  situation,  and  to  the  interests  and  experience  of 
the  persons  in  your  group. 

Remember  to  include  a variety  of  persons  in  leadership  in  worship 
and  Bible  study.  And  if  you  do  develop  worship  material  or  Bible 
studies  of  your  own  we  would  like  you  to  send  them  to  us. 

7.  Questions  for  discussion  and  reflection 

Each  section  has  a number  of  questions.  The  questions  are  only  a 
guide  and  you  can  alter  them  if  you  want  to.  Feel  free  to  add 
questions  in  areas  which  are  particularly  important  to  your  situation 
or  group.  You  may  find  that  there  is  too  much  material;  in  this  case 
you  may  have  to  leave  out  some  questions  or  sections,  depending 
on  the  time  available  and  the  interests  of  your  group. 

However  in  this  case  a better  solution  might  be  to  distribute  the 
questions  some  time  beforehand,  so  that  persons  could  study  and 
reflect  on  them  before  the  meeting. 

Remember  in  discussing  the  questions  that  it  is  good  to  use  specific 
examples  and  illustrations  whenever  possible. 

8.  Group  reports 

We  hope  that  you  will  send  us  a report  from  your  group.  Reports 
can  be  done  in  any  way  you  like.  For  example,  you  could  send  one 
or  more  of  the  following: 

— the  story  of  your  group 

— a summary  of  your  discussions 

— a list  of  conclusions  and  recommendations 

— comments  from  individual  group  members 

— a group  statement 

— poems  and  stories 

— photographs  or  pictures  of  your  group,  church,  etc. 

— prayers,  songs 

— Bible  studies 

— general  comments  on  the  study  process  and/or  the  study  book 

Whether  you  send  a report  or  not,  when  your  group  is  finished 
please  fill  in  and  return  the  Group  Report  Form  at  the  very  end  of 
this  booklet  so  that  we  will  know  something  about  your  group. 

* * * 

We  believe  that  your  group  will  find  it  interesting  and  rewarding  to 
participate  in  this  study  process.  We  need  your  comments  and 
insights.  Your  report  will  be  studied  carefully,  and  its  results  will 
be  integrated  into  the  programme  on  “The  Unity  of  the  Church  and 
the  Renewal  of  Human  Community”. 
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STUDY  1 

Social  and  Political  Context 


BIBLE  STUDY 


1.  Isaiah  65:17-25;  compare  Revelation  21:1-4:  The  biblical 
situation  — crisis  and  God’s  response 

Isaiah’s  text  comes  from  the  period  after  the  return  of  the  Jewish 
people  from  their  long  years  of  exile  in  Babylon  (about  589-538 
B.C.).  Cyrus  of  Persia  had  decreed  the  return  of  the  Jewish 
community  and  restoration  of  the  Temple  in  Palestine.  But  the 
return  was  painfully  slow,  and  once  there  the  former  exiles  were 
faced  by  a desperate  struggle  for  survival,  made  even  more  difficult 
by  drought,  blight,  hail  and  bitter  hostility  from  their  aristocratic 
neighbors  in  Samaria.  For  most  it  meant  poverty  and  anguish 
(though  a few  persons  enriched  themselves  through  the  misfortune 
of  others).  The  reconstruction  of  the  Temple  came  to  a halt;  the 
people  became  dispirited  and  overcome  with  a sense  of  failure  — 
the  establishment  of  God’s  universal  rule  in  Zion  was  taking  longer 
than  anticipated! 

Within  this  context  the  prophet  brought  his  message  of  consolation 
and  hope.  God  does  not  fail  to  fulfill  his  promises;  a new  creation 
will  become  reality  before  too  long,  involving  the  total  renewal  of 
all  things.  The  Messianic  kingdom  will  bring  peace  and  happiness, 
since  it  will  produce  radical  and  profound  change  in  the  life  of  the 
people  of  God.  From  the  Latin  American  context,  we  see  the 
prophet  identifying  the  following  characteristics  of  this  new  reality: 

— God’s  continuing  presence,  and  constant  readiness  to  hear  and 
respond  to  a people  living  according  to  the  divine  will. 

— All  life  acquires  supreme  value.  Long  and  productive  life  will 
be  the  norm;  infant  mortality  will  have  no  place.  Respect  and 
care  for  life  in  its  global  dimension  will  enable  harmony  among 
all  living  things. 

— Justice  will  be  a reality  in  the  life  of  all  people;  the  “three 
basics”  (food,  housing,  work)  will  no  longer  be  a way  for  some 
to  enrich  themselves  at  the  expense  of  others,  but  will  be 
assured  for  all  by  a system  of  law  and  justice. 

— God’s  delight  in  this  new  state  of  affairs  will  be  echoed  by  great 
rejoicing  and  happiness  among  the  people  themselves. 

Group  work:  In  groups  of  5 or  6,  read  Isaiah  65:17-25.  Make  your 
own  list,  from  your  own  context,  of  the  characteristics  of  the  “new 
heavens  and  new  earth”  which  the  prophet  proclaims.  How  does  it 
compare  with  the  above  features?  How  much  of  this  proclamation 
can  be  realized  in  a world  still  marked  by  human  sin? 


2.  The  contemporary  situation  and  Christians’  response 


How  do  Christians  in  Latin  America  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
biblical  concept  of  justice?  Many  of  us  begin  by  understanding  the 
historical  situation.  During  the  colonial  era  — and  into  the  present 
century  — many  of  our  countries  were  occupied  or  controlled  by 
foreign  powers.  Military  pressure  and  intervention  continues. 

After  the  Second  World  War,  and  particularly  from  1961 , there  was 
wide  investment  in  “development”  projects  in  Latin  America  by 
private  business,  and  by  foreign  and  local  governments.  But  this 
“aid”  did  not  lead  to  real  development  for  our  countries;  by  1970  it 
had  failed  economically  (the  gap  between  rich  and  poor  had 
widened),  socially  (90  percent  of  arable  land  still  belonged  to 
10  percent  of  the  people),  and  politically  (more  than  10  constitu- 
tional governments  had  fallen  to  military  dictatorships). 

The  main  thing  “developed”  has  been  our  dependency  on  outside 
forces,  often  financial  institutions.  For  every  dollar  invested  in 
Latin  America  from  outside,  $3  in  profits  have  left  our  countries. 
As  a result  we  have  had  to  borrow  heavily  from  international 
lending  institutions.  Civilian  governments  have  returned  in  some 
countries,  but  often  only  to  confront  this  crushing  burden  of  debt 
from  the  past.  They  face  the  choice  of  renouncing  the  debt  — 
thereby  losing  access  to  the  international  trade  and  financial  system 
— or  paying  it,  thus  reducing  the  already  unacceptably  low  living 
standards  of  the  poor  in  their  countries. 

Each  region  of  our  planet  has  its  own  dynamics  and  history,  its  own 
set  of  economic  relationships.  But  certainly  many  Latin  Americans 
feel  that  the  Northern  hemisphere  dominates  the  Southern  through 
what  we  experience  as  a “system  of  injustice”. 

Group  work:  In  the  same  groups,  reflect  on  the  following  questions: 

1 . What  would  have  to  change  in  the  North/South  relationship  to 
bring  it  into  line  with  the  vision  in  Isaiah  65:17-25? 

2.  What  role  does  or  should  the  church  play  in  bringing  about  such 
changes?  Does  or  should  it  relate  to  non-church  groups  working 
for  similar  goals? 

3.  How  do  you  see  God  answering  the  prayers  of  the  people  in  the 
South  for  justice? 


This  Bible  study  is  based  on  material  by  A.  Rocchietti,  R.  Hansen  and 
A.  Olivera  (Uruguay). 
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QUESTIONS 


The  questions  in  this  section  ask  you  to  think  about  the  kind  of 
society  in  which  you  live  and  about  Christian  reactions  to  this  social 
and  political  context.  Remember  to  adapt  the  questions  as  necessary 
for  your  own  situation,  and  to  give  specific  examples  and  illustra- 
tions in  your  answers  when  possible. 


1 .  What  is  the  political  system  of  your  country? 

— What  ideas  and  beliefs  is  this  based  on? 

— Who  participates  in  government  and  decision-making?  How 
are  they  selected? 

— Which  groups  or  persons  have  more  voice,  less  voice  or  no 
voice  in  the  government  of  your  country?  Are  some  groups 
and  persons  permanently  excluded  from  influence?  If  so, 
why? 


5.  What  movements  for  renewal  (peace,  justice,  reconciliation)  do 
you  see  happening  in  your  society? 

— Where  do  they  come  from?  What  groups  of  people  are 
involved? 

— What  part  do  Christians  play  in  them? 

— Are  the  churches  involved?  Why  or  why  not? 

— What  kind  of  changes  would  you  like  to  see?  How  could 
Christians  and  the  churches  help  bring  them  about? 


6.  Do  you  see  social,  political  and  economic  issues  as  related  to  the 
unity  of  the  church?  If  so,  how? 


2.  By  what  kind  of  economic  system(s)  is  your  country  affected? 


— Who  controls  money  and  other  resources?  How  are  priorities 
decided? 

— Are  there  any  groups  of  people  who  are  permanently  poor? 
If  so,  why  is  this? 

— How  do  you  think  your  economic  system  affects  relation- 
ships between  different  groups  of  people  in  your  country? 
With  people  of  other  countries? 


3.  What  are  the  experiences  of  people  in  your  society? 

— How  does  your  society  offer  justice  to  its  members?  How  is 
this  organized? 

— Do  some  people  experience  discrimination  because  of  their 
race,  sex,  class,  caste  or  creed? 

— How  is  this  discrimination  expressed,  and  what  are  its 
results? 

— Have  you  ever  experienced  discrimination  or  injustice?  If 
so,  describe  what  happened  and  how  you  felt. 

4.  How  do  Christians  relate  to  political  issues,  questions  of  justice 

and  economic  problems  in  your  society? 

— Do  Christians  react  in  different  ways  or  do  they  agree? 

— What  are  the  Christian  convictions  which  cause  them  to  act 
this  way? 

— What  influences  them  most  (e.  g.,  the  Bible,  church  teach- 
ing, tradition,  cultural  values,  etc.)? 
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STUDY  2 


Community  of  Women  and  Men 


BIBLE  STUDY 


Galatians  3:28c:  ...  there  is  neither  male  nor  female,  for  you 
are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus. 


1 . In  groups  of  five  or  six,  reflect  on  the  meaning  of  the  key  words 
or  phrases  in  this  passage: 

— male 

— female 

— one 

— Christ  Jesus 

— in  Christ  Jesus 

Take  one  word  or  phrase  at  a time.  Discuss  what  it  means  for  you, 
in  your  own  culture  and  situation  — not  only  what  you  think  the 
words  might  have  meant  in  biblical  times,  but  what  they  mean  in 
your  own  context  today.  Be  sure  that  everyone  has  a chance  to 
speak. 

2.  Stay  in  the  same  small  groups.  In  light  of  the  earlier  discussion, 
work  out  your  group’s  interpretation  of  the  text  as  a whole.  In 
simple  straightforward  language  which  everyone  can  understand, 
tell  what  you  think  the  text  means  for  you  in  your  own  situation 
today.  Try  to  involve  everyone  in  the  group  in  reaching  a consen- 
sus. The  group  should  write  down  its  interpretation. 

3.  Now  all  should  meet  together.  Each  of  the  small  groups  shares  its 
interpretation  of  the  text.  (If  you  have  the  materials,  it  is  best  to 
write  each  interpretation  where  everyone  can  see  it  as  it  is  read  — 
for  example,  on  posters,  or  on  a blackboard.)  When  all  the 
interpretations  have  been  shared,  ask  each  person  to  think  for  a few 
minutes  about  what  each  one  means  in  light  of  his  or  her  Christian 
faith. 

4.  Now  ask  what  words  people  associate  with  each  of  the  interpreta- 
tions which  has  been  shared.  These  words  may  reflect  feelings, 
ideas,  attitudes,  beliefs.  Do  not  be  selective;  list  everything  which 
is  mentioned.  Be  sure  that  everyone  has  a chance  to  contribute. 

5.  Still  in  the  large  group,  choose  the  four  or  five  words  which  best 
sum  up  and  reflect  all  that  has  been  said  about  the  meaning  of  the 
biblical  text  for  your  situation  today.  You  may  agree  on  any  method 
you  wish  to  select  these  4 or  5 words  (discussion  to  consensus, 
voting,  etc.),  provided  it  gives  everyone  a chance  to  participate. 


This  Bible  study  is  based  on  material  by  Jill  Schaeffer  (United  States). 


QUESTIONS 


In  this  section  you  are  asked  to  discuss  questions  about  the  roles  and 
relationships  of  women  and  men  in  your  culture  and  in  your  church. 
You  may  alter  the  questions  to  fit  your  own  situation.  Remember  to 
give  specific  examples  and  illustrations  in  your  answers  when 
possible. 


1 .  What  does  your  culture  expect  women/men  to  be  like?  To  do? 

— If  there  are  different  expectations  for  women  and  men,  why 
is  this? 

— What  in  your  situation  are  the  most  difficult  issues  about  the 
relationship  between  women  and  men? 


2.  Do  women  and  men  participate  equally  in  social  and  political 

life? 

— Do  women  participate  in  all  kinds  of  decision-making? 

— Are  there  women  leaders  locally?  nationally? 

— Do  women  and  men  have  a partnership  of  rights  and  respon- 
sibilities in  the  home?  in  the  community? 

— Have  you  ever  experienced  any  kind  of  discrimination 
because  you  are  a woman/man? 

— What  are  the  main  problems  which  women/men  have  in  your 
society? 


3.  What  does  your  church  teach  about  women  and  men  (e.  g.  their 
natural  characteristics,  roles,  relationships)? 

— How  are  these  teachings  different  from,  or  the  same  as,  the 
expectations  and  attitudes  of  your  culture  or  society  as  a 
whole? 

— Do  you  always  agree  with  your  church  on  these  teachings? 


4.  What  kind  of  community  of  women  and  men  do  you  experience 
within  the  life  of  your  church? 

— Are  there  distinctive  or  characteristic  roles  played  by  women 
and  by  men?  , 

— What  does  your  church  teach  about  marriage  and  family 
life?  What  is  the  role  of  unmarried  persons  in  the  life  of  the 
church? 


— Are  there  special  teachings  about  the  role  of  Mary,  the 
mother  of  Jesus?  What  is  the  role  of  Mary  in  relation  to 
women?  To  men? 

— Are  there  special  religious  communities  of  men  or  women  in 
your  church  (for  example,  monasteries  or  communities  of 
sisters)?  How  do  they  relate  to  the  church  as  a whole? 

5.  Do  other  churches  and  other  religious  traditions  in  your  society 

have  different  ideas  about  women  and  men? 

— How  are  they  different?  Why? 

— How  do  you  relate  to  these  different  ideas? 

6.  Are  any  significant  changes  concerning  women  and  men 

happening  in  your  society? 

— How  are  these  changes  affecting  your  community? 

— How  are  they  affecting  your  church? 

— Has  your  church  taken  an  active  role  for  or  against  these 
changes?  Why? 

— What  kind  of  community  of  women  and  men  would  you  like 
to  see? 


7.  Do  you  see  the  issue  of  the  community  of  women  and  men  as 
related  to  the  unity  of  the  church? 
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STUDY  3 


The  Church 

1 — 


BIBLE  STUDY 


1.  Read  1 Corinthians  12:27-31 

In  this  passage  Paul  lists  different  things  that  persons  in  the  church 
in  Corinth  do\  some  persons  are 

— apostles 

— healers 

— prophets 

— helpers 

— teachers 

— administrators 

— workers  of  miracles 

— speakers  in  tongues 

All  these  “gifts”  are  important;  all  are  valued;  all  contribute  to  the 
life  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

Group  work:  In  groups  of  five  or  six,  consider  the  different 
activities  mentioned  by  Paul  in  the  context  of  your  own  church.  For 
example,  you  might  ask  questions  like  these: 

— Who  are  the  prophets  in  my  church  today? 

— What  about  “teaching”?  Who  does  this  today  in  my  church? 

— Who  in  my  church  works  miracles  today? 

Each  person  should  name  those  who  perform  these  activities  today 
in  his  or  her  own  church,  either  within  the  local  congregation  or 
within  your  denomination.  It  is  important  to  be  as  concrete  as 
possible;  name  specific  persons,  if  you  can,  not  just  offices  or  titles. 
Of  course  not  every  congregation  or  confession  will  have  all  the 
“functions”  mentioned  by  Paul  (but  don’t  give  up  too  soon). 


2.  Read  1 Corinthians  12:31-13:7 

After  listing  these  gifts,  Paul  says  he  will  show  the  Corinthians  “a 
still  more  excellent  way”.  This  is  love,  which  binds  the  body  of 
Christ  together.  Through  love  the  different  gifts  work  together  for 
the  good  of  the  community  as  a whole  and  of  all  its  members; 
without  love,  those  who  have  different  gifts  may  be  tempted  to 
compete  against  each  other,  using  their  gifts  as  a source  of  personal 
power  at  the  expense  of  the  body  of  Christ  as  a whole. 

Note  that  Paul  does  not  speak  of  love  in  terms  of  emotion,  but  in 
terms  of  how  people  act  (or  do  not  act)  towards  one  another.  He 
does  not  specify  certain  “feelings”,  but  suggests  specific  ways  of 


behaving.  To  be  loving  is  to  be  patient;  one  loves  by  not  being 
arrogant;  one  loves  by  not  insisting  on  one’s  own  way. 

It  is  important  to  take  this  passage  on  love  in  its  context,  in  light  of 
the  text  on  “gifts”  which  we  discussed  above.  Paul  is  not  expound- 
ing a general  theory  of  love,  but  stating  how  people  should  behave 
towards  one  another  within  the  body  of  Christ.  In  1 Corinthians  13, 
Paul  is  stating  how  people  who  have  the  gifts  (and  roles  in  the 
church)  described  in  1 Corinthians  12:27-31  should  act. 


Group  work:  In  the  same  small  groups,  consider  the  various  roles 
and  functions  you  discussed  before  (teachers,  prophets,  adminis- 
trators, etc.  in  your  church  today)  in  light  of  Paul’s  statements 
about  love.  Use  these  questions  for  reflection,  and  make  up  others 
of  your  own: 

— What  does  it  mean  for  a prophet  to  be  loving?  Should  a prophet 
be  patient?  (Were  Amos  and  Jeremiah  “loving”  or  “patient”? 
What  about  the  present-day  prophets  whom  we  named  before?) 

— What  does  it  mean  for  an  administrator  not  to  insist  on  his  or  her 
own  way?  How  does  this  apply  to  my  own  church  situation 
today? 

— What  would  my  church  look  like  if  people  with  these  roles 
behaved  as  Paul  suggests? 

3.  Now  all  meet  together,  each  small  group  sharing  the  results  of  its 
discussion.  Try  to  identify  common  elements  among  the  different 
reports.  You  may  use  any  procedure  for  this  you  wish  (discussion  to 
consensus,  voting,  etc.)  provided  everyone  has  a chance  to  partici- 
pate. 
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QUESTIONS 


The  following  questions  focus  on  some  experiences  of  separation 
and  unity  in  the  life  of  the  church.  You  may  alter  the  questions  as 
necessary  for  your  own  situation.  Remember  to  be  give  specific 
examples  and  illustrations  in  your  answers  when  possible. 

1.  Do  you  know  how  many  Christian  denominations  are  rep- 
resented in  your  local  community? 

— Why  is  there  this  number? 

— Which  one  do  you  belong  to? 

— Why  this  one? 

— In  your  opinion,  is  this  separation  of  Christians  helpful  or  not? 


2.  What  does  your  church  teach  about  relating  to  people  of  other 

cultures,  races  and  nationalities? 

— What  is  this  based  on?  How  is  the  Bible  used  to  address  this 
issue? 

— Are  these  teachings  different  from  cultural  attitudes? 

— Is  there  any  group  which  has  experienced  or  is  experiencing 
discrimination  in  your  church? 

— Does  your  church  take  a stand  against  racism  in  society?  If  so, 
why?  If  not,  why  not? 


3.  Are  you  aware  of  divisions  or  separations  in  your  own  congrega- 
tion? In  your  denomination? 

— Are  any  groups  excluded  from  leadership  and  decision  making? 
If  so,  why? 

— Are  there  differences  between  what  men  and  women  do  in  your 
church?  If  so,  why? 

— Are  there  movements  towards  overcoming  these  or  other  divi- 
sions? Do  you  think  this  should  be  a priority  for  your  church? 

4.  What  do  you  understand  by  the  unity  of  the  church? 

— Is  this  an  important  concern  for  your  Christian  community? 

— Why  or  why  not? 

— Do  you  experience  your  own  church/denomination/confession 
as  part  of  a wider  Christian  reality?  If  so,  how?  If  not,  why  not? 

— What  is  the  reason  for  seeking  unity  between  churches? 


5.  What  movements,  programmes,  activities  (at  the  local/regional/ 
national/international  level)  towards  Christian  unity  are  you  aware 
of? 

— Is  your  local  congregation  involved? 

— If  so,  what  is  the  effect  upon  the  life  of  your  congregation? 

— If  not,  why  not? 


6.  Unity  and  renewal 

— In  your  experience,  how  does  the  overcoming  of  divisions  in 
and  between  churches  affect  the  rest  of  the  community? 

— Do  movements  to  overcome  injustice  and  separation  in  the 
community  affect  the  church?  If  so,  how? 

— What  changes  in  your  church  and  community  would  you  like  to 
see? 
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STUDY  4 


Interfaith  Relationships 

— 


BIBLE  STUDY 


1.  Christian  identity 

The  vast  multifaith  context  of  India  comprises  80  percent  Hindus, 
1 1 percent  Muslims,  along  with  much  smaller  numbers  of  Buddh- 
ists, Jains  and  Christians.  In  this  situation,  Jesus’  question  (’’who 
do  people  say  that  I am?”)  takes  on  a new  relevance,  along  with 
another:  “who  do  you  say  that  I am  to  your  neighbour ?” 

Group  work:  In  groups  of  two  or  three,  identify  your  own  “con- 
text”. Read  Mark  8:27-30,  and  compare  it  with  Matthew  16:13-16, 
Luke  9:18-20,  and  John  6:66-69.  Share  possible  answers  to  Jesus’ 
question  as  given  by  colleagues  and  neighbours  of  other  faiths. 

2.  A sense  of  superiority 

The  early  church  and  (for  much  of  its  history)  Judaism  were 
minority  faiths  in  an  indifferent  or  hostile  environment.  They 
survived  by  holding  on  to  their  identity  as  the  chosen  people  and  a 
minority.  New  Christians  in  India  identified  with  the  Israelite  tribes 
in  Canaan,  surrounded  by  an  agricultural  and  settled  people  with 
fertility  gods  and  rites.  As  Moses  admonished  his  flock  not  to  “walk 
in  the  customs  of  the  nation”,  so  also  the  early  missionaries 
admonished  the  Christian  flock  in  India.  This  has  often  led  to  an 
arrogant  and  intolerant  attitude  among  Indian  Christians,  as  though 
“we”  are  the  superior  people. 

Group  work : Read  Leviticus  20:23,  Ezra  9 and  10,  Nehemiah 
13:23-25.  Divide  some  or  all  of  the  following  passages  among  the 
members  of  your  group,  and  then  share  about  what  you  have  read: 
Genesis  1 and  2,  9:9-16,  12:1-3;  Psalm  24;  Isaiah  19:25,  45:1-4  (cf. 
Ezra  1:1);  Jeremiah  25:5-7,  29:5;  Amos  1 and  9;  Ruth;  Jonah; 
Micah  4:2-3;  Malachi  1:11;  John  3:16;  1 Timothy  4:10;  Matthew 
10:5-6  (cf.  John  10:16).  Tell  how  the  biblical  passage  affects  the 
way  you  look  at  and  relate  to  a neighbour  of  another  faith.  How  do 
you  deal  with  the  fact  that  there  are  different  perspectives  on  these 
issues  within  the  Bible  itself? 

3.  Possible  points  of  contact 

If  God  is  one  and  all  people  are  related  to  the  one  God,  must  we  not 
learn  from  each  other’s  experience  of  God’s  nature  and  purpose? 
My  Hindu  neighbour  practises  a depth  of  single-minded  devotion 


This  Bible  study  is  based  on  material  by  Padmasani  Gallup  (India). 


which  I would  do  well  to  emulate.  My  Muslim  neighbours  offer 
prayers  five  times  during  the  day  wherever  they  happen  to  be.  I can 
and  must  learn  from  these  neighbours  something  about  worship. 
The  Hindu  has  a reverance  and  respect  for  all  life  as  containing  a 
spark  of  the  divine  and  practises  ahimsa  (non-violence).  This 
reverence  includes  the  feminine,  at  least  as  an  ideal,  so  that  the 
“feminine”  aspects  of  God  are  given  equal  respect,  loyalty  and 
devotion  as  the  “masculine”.  This  also  I may  learn  from  my 
neighbour. 

There  are  also  differences.  The  Hindu  believes  that  God  appears 
periodically  to  deal  with  a world  gone  awry.  What  can  be  the 
response  of  Christians  who  affirm  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  once-for- 
all  incarnation  of  God  in  the  midst  of  God’s  creation? 

Group  work:  From  your  own  experience,  share  two  or  three  things 
which  you  think  Christians  can  learn  from  non-Christian  neigh- 
bours. What  can  they  learn  from  us?  What  about  Christian  (and 
other)  claims  to  have  a unique  insight  about  truth  and  salvation? 

4.  Common  action 

Are  there  common  concerns  about  which  we  can  join  hands  and  act 
with  our  non-Christian  neighbours?  Salvation  (’’What  must  I do  to 
inherit  eternal  life?”)  is  a common  goal  for  the  religious  striving  of 
Hindus  and  Christians  alike.  When  Christians  think  of  helping  their 
Hindu  neighbours,  it  tends  to  be  in  terms  of  “evangelization” 
understood  as  converting  them.  But  evangelizing  is  not  just  preach- 
ing the  good  news,  it  is  being  the  good  news  for  others.  We  need 
not  be  anxious  about  the  “results”  of  our  work.  The  victory  of  life 
over  death,  justice  over  injustice,  love  over  hate  has  already  been 
won  and  will,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  be  total. 

When  Jesus  said  “Follow  me”  he  called  for  action  with  no  thought  of 
oneself,  but  with  intense  concern  for  the  good  of  the  other  — action 
which  may  lead  to  personal  suffering,  willingly  undertaken.  This  is 
nishkama  karma,  “disinterested  action”,  which  we  may  offer  to  our 
Hindu  neighbour  with  an  invitation  to  join  us  in  a mutual  quest  for 
action  towards  justice  and  peace  in  our  society.  Both  Hindu  and 
Christian  have  an  imperative  to  act.  Can  we  not  act  together? 

Group  work:  Read  Mark  10:17-22,  Matthew  16:21-28,  Luke4:18-21 . 
Divide  some  of  all  of  the  following  passages  among  the  members  of 
your  group,  and  share  about  what  you  have  read:  Isaiah  10:17, 
19:24,  42:6  (49:6),  58:8,  60:3;  Matthew  5:14,  16;  John  1:4,  8;  9:5, 
Romans  2:19,  2 Corinthians  4:4.  Share  how  you  think  Christians 
should  act  to  be  the  “light  of  the  world”,  and  give  examples  of  how 
common  action  with  non-Christians  could  build  trust  and  deeper 
relationships. 
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QUESTIONS 


This  section  is  to  encourage  you  to  think  about  relationships 
between  Christians  and  people  of  other  religious  faiths.  You  may 
alter  the  questions  as  necessary  to  fit  your  own  situation. 
Remember  to  give  specific  examples  and  illustrations  in  your 
answers  when  possible. 

1.  What  other  religious  faiths  besides  Christianity  are  present  in 
your  community? 

— Is  one  of  the  religions  (including  Christianity)  dominant  in  your 
community? 

— What  are  your  personal  relationships  with  people  who  are  not 
Christians  (e.  g.,  in  your  family,  at  work,  in  the  community)? 


2.  Have  you  had  the  opportunity  for  sharing  about  beliefs  and 

practices  with  people  of  other  religious  faiths? 

— If  so,  what  do  you  find  is  their  attitude  to  people  of  other 
religious  faiths? 

— What  do  you  find  is  their  attitude  towards  their  own  sacred  texts 
and  tradition? 

— Are  you  familiar  with  the  worship  and  community  life  of  other 
religious  faiths?  How  does  it  compare  with  that  of  your  church? 

— Have  you  learned  anything  from  people  of  other  faiths?  Have 
they  learned  anything  from  you?  If  so,  what? 

3.  What  does  your  church  teach  about  people  of  other  religious 

faiths? 

— What  is  this  teaching  based  on? 

— What  is  the  unique  or  special  significance  of  Christ? 

— What  is  the  understanding  of  salvation,  and  how  is  it  obtained? 


4.  How  does  your  church  relate  to  other  religious  faiths  in  your 
community? 

— Does  your  church  cooperate  with  people  of  other  faiths  in 
working  for  justice  and  reconciliation  in  the  community? 

— Is  there  cooperation  or  contact  in  other  ways? 

— If  so,  how?  If  not,  why  not? 


5.  Do  you  think  that  the  diversity  of  churches  hinders  or  helps 
relationships  between  Christians  and  people  of  other  faiths? 

— Why  do  you  think  this? 

— How  would  greater  unity  among  Christians  affect  your  relation- 
ship with  persons  of  other  religious  faiths? 

— What  kind  of  relationship  would  you  like  to  see? 
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Worship  Resources 


We  hope  you  find  the  materials  provided  here  helpful.  You  will  also  want  to  use 

worship  resources  from  your  own  situation.  You  may  even  wish  to  prepare  your  own  materials. 

If  you  do  this,  may  we  invite  you  to  share  them  by  sending  them  to  us? 


Scripture  passages 

These  passages  could  be  used  during  worship  or  for  Bible  study. 

You  can  find  additional  passages  which  are  helpful  in  your  own 
situation. 

Jesus  prays  for  the  church 
The  early  Christian  community 
One  body 

One  in  Christ  Jesus 
Christ  is  our  peace 
The  unity  of  the  spirit 
Love  one  another 


Genesis  1:26-27 
Isaiah  42:5-9 
Isaiah  65:17-25 
Mark  9:33-37 
Mark  10:42-44 
Luke  1:46-55 
Luke  4:16-21 


Made  in  God’s  image 
A light  to  the  nations 
God  creates  anew 
True  greatness 
True  authority 
Mary’s  song 
Good  news  to  the  poor 


John  17:20-26 
Acts  2:43-47 
1 Corinthians  12:12-13 
Galatians  3:27-28 
Ephesians  2:13-22 
Ephesians  4:3-6 
John  3:11-18 


won 


Music  from  Taize,  France 
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4 Celebration  of  life 


In  the  midst  of  hunger  and  war 

we  celebrate  the  promise  of  plenty  and  peace. 

In  the  midst  of  oppression  and  tyranny 

we  celebrate  the  promise  of  service  and  freedom. 

In  the  midst  of  doubt  and  despair 

we  celebrate  the  promise  of  faith  and  hope, 

In  the  midst  of  fear  and  betrayal 

we  celebrate  the  promise  of  joy  and  loyalty. 

In  the  midst  of  hatred  and  death 

we  celebrate  the  promise  of  love  and  life. 

In  the  midst  of  sin  and  decay 

we  celebrate  the  promise  of  salvation  and  renewal. 

In  the  midst  of  death  on  every  side 

we  celebrate  the  promise  of  the  living  Christ. 
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Anders  Frostenson,  Sweden 
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18  - gor  - na  ar 

m8ng  - a 

1 ight 

is 

Je  - sus 

Man-  y are  the 

light-beams_ 

Licht 

heiBt 

Chri  - stus 

. Strah-len  bre-chen 

vie  - le 

luz 

de 

Cris  - to 

Mu  - chos  res  -plan  - 

do  -res , 

2.  Grenarna  ar  mlnga  stammen  aren  / stammen  - Jesus  Kristus/grenarna  ar  manga  stanmen  ar 
en  / vi  ar  ett  i honom. 

3.  GSvorna  ar  m8nga  karleken  en/finns  i Jesus  Kristus  / glvorna  ar  mlnga  karleken  en  / 
vi  ar  ett  i honom. 

4.  Tjansterna  ar  manga  Anden  ar  en/Jesu  Kristi  Ande  / tjansterna  ar  manga  Anden  aren/ 
vi  ar  ett  i honom. 

5.  Lemmarna  ar  mlnga  kroppen  ar  en/Jesu  Kristi  kyrka  / lemma  rna  ar  mlnga  kroppen  aren/ 
vi  ar  ett  i honom. 


2 Many  are  the  branches  of  the  one  tree.  / Our  one  tree  is  Jesus.  / Many  are  the  branches 
of  the  one  tree;  / we  are  one  in  Christ. 

3.  Many  are  the  gifts  giv'n,  love  is  all  one.  / Love's  the  gift  of  Jesus.  /Many  are  the 
gifts  giv'n,  love  is  all  one; /we  are  one  in  Christ. 

4.  Many  ways  to  serve  God,  the  Spirit  is  one;  / servant  spirit  of  Jesus.  / Many  ways  to 
serve  God,  the  Spirit  is  one;  / we  are  one  in  Christ. 

5.  Many  are  the  members,  the  body  is  one;  / members  all  of  Jesus.  / Many  are  the  members, 
the  body  is  one;  / we  are  one  in  Christ. 
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Grant  us  wholeness 


Eternal  God,  as  you  created  humankind  in  your  image, 
women  and  men,  male  and  female,  renew  us  in  that  image : 

God  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  your  strength  and  love 
comfort  us  as  those  whom  a mother  comforts: 

Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  your  death  and  resurrection, 

give  us  the  joy  of  those  for  whom  pain  and  suffering  become, 

in  hope,  the  fruitful  agony  of  travail : 

God  the  Holy  Trinity,  grant  that  we  may  together 
enter  into  new  life,  your  promised  rest  of  achievement 
and  fulfilment— world  without  end.  Amen. 


7 Give  us  life 

Holy  Spirit,  Creator, 

at  the  beginning  you  hovered  over  the  waters; 
you  breathe  life  into  all  creatures; 

without  you  every  living  creature  dies  and  returns  to  nothingness, 
Come  into  us,  Holy  Spirit. 

Holy  Spirit,  Comforter, 
by  you  we  are  bom  again  as  children  of  God; 
you  make  us  living  temples  of  your  presence, 
you  pray  within  us  with  prayers  too  deep  for  words, 

Come  into  us,  Holy  Spirit. 

Holy  Spirit,  Lord  and  Giver  of  Life, 

you  are  light,  you  bring  us  light; 

you  are  goodness  and  the  source  of  all  goodness, 

Come  into  us.  Holy  Spirit. 

Holy  Spirit,  Breath  of  life, 

you  sanctify  and  breathe  life  into  the  whole  body  of  the  Church ; 

you  dwell  in  each  one  of  its  members, 

and  will  one  day  give  new  life  to  our  mortal  bodies, 

Come  into  us,  Holy  Spirit. 


8 Grant  us  peace  and  unity 

Dear  friends,  let  us  love  one  another,  because  love  comes  from  God. 
Whoever  loves  is  a child  of  God  and  knows  God. 

Jesus  Christ,  the  life  of  the  world,  and  of  all  creation. 

Forgive  our  separation  and  grant  us  peace  and  unity. 

The  peace  that  Christ  gives  is  to  guide  you  in  the 
decisions  you  make;  for  it  is  to  this  peace  that  God 
has  called  you  together  in  the  one  body. 

Jesus  Christ,  the  life  of  the  world,  and  of  all  creation, 

Forgive  our  separation  and  grant  us  peace  and  unity. 

With  his  own  body  he  broke  down  the  wall  that  separated  them. . . 

By  his  death  on  the  cross  Christ  destroyed  their  enmity. . . 
by  means  of  the  cross  he  united  both  races  into  one  body. . . 

In  union  with  him  you  too  are  being  built  together  with  all  others 
into  a place  where  God  lives  through  his  Spirit. 

Jesus  Christ,  the  life  of  the  world,  and  of  all  creation. 

Forgive  our  separation  and  grant  us  peace  and  unity. 

Do  your  best  to  preserve  the  unity  which  the  Spirit  gives  by  means 
of  the  peace  that  binds  you  together.  There  is  one  body,  one  spirit, 
just  as  there  is  one  hope  to  which  God  has  called  you. 

Jesus  Christ,  the  life  of  the  world,  and  of  all  creation, 

Forgive  our  separation  and  grant  us  peace  and  unity. 

There  is  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism;  there  is  one  God 
who  is  Lord  of  all,  works  through  all  and  in  all.  Amen. 
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Jesus  Sets  Free 


For  discipleship 

O Lord  our  God,  we  thank  you  for 

the  many  people  throughout  the  ages 

who  have  followed  your  way  of  life  joyfully : 

for  the  many  saints  and  martyrs,  men  and  women, 

who  have  offered  up  their  very  lives, 

so  that  your  life  abundant 

may  become  manifest 

and  your  kingdom  may  advance. 

For  your  love  and  faithfulness 
we  will  at  all  times  praise  your  name. 

O Lord,  we  thank  you  for  those 
who  chose  the  way  of  your  Son, 
our  brother  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  midst  of  trial,  they  held  out  hope; 
in  the  midst  of  hatred,  they  kindled  love; 
in  the  midst  of  persecutions  they  witnessed  to  your  power; 
in  the  midst  of  despair  they  clung  to  your  promise. 

For  your  love  and  faithfulness 
we  will  at  all  times  praise  your  name. 

O Lord,  we  thank  you  for  the  truth  they  learned  and  passed  on  to  us : 

that  it  is  by  giving  that  we  shall  receive; 

it  is  by  becoming  weak  that  we  shall  be  strong; 

it  is  by  loving  others  that  we  shall  be  loved; 

it  is  by  offering  ourselves  that  the  kingdom  will  unfold; 

it  is  by  dying  that  we  shall  inherit  life  everlasting. 

Lord,  give  us  courage  to  follow  your  way  of  life. 


Based  on 

Luke  4: 18- 19  Ito  Loh,  Taiwan 


poor,  pro  claim  re-  lease  to  the  cap 


* Two-  to  four-part  canon  sung  according  to  1-4  or  I-IV. 


For  your  love  and  faithfulness 
we  will  at  all  times  praise  your  name. 


PiaZ m 733,  arr.  Pablo  Sosa 


mr 


Mi  - ren  que  bue  - no,  que  bue  - no  es.  Mi  - ren  que 
Be  - hold,  how  plea-  sant,  how  good  it  is  I Be  - hold,  how 
Seht  doch,  wie  gut  und  herr-  lich  es  ist!  Seht  doch,  wie 


bue  - 

no. 

qu£ 

bue  - no 

es. 

1.  Mi  - 

ren 

qub 

bue  - 

■ no_es 

plea- 

sant. 

how 

good  it 

is! 

1.  How 

plea  • 

- sant 

and 

har^ 

gut 

und 

herr  - 

lich  es 

ist: 

1.  Seht 

doch. 

wie 

gut 

und 

F G C 


cuan  - do  los  her  - ma  - nos  es  - tan  jun  - tos: 
mo  -nious  when  God's  peo  - pie  are  to  - ge  - ther: 
herr  -lich  ist's,  wenn  wir  in  Ein-  tracht  le  - ben. 


es  co  - moa  - cei  - te  bue  - no  de  - rra  - ma  - do  so  - bre  Aa-ron. 

fra-grant  is  pre  -cious  oil  when  run-  ning  fresh  on  Aa  - rone's  beard. 

Das  ist,  als  wenn  das  Salb-  ol  glanzt  auf  Aa  - rons  scho-  nem  Haupt. 


2.  Miren  que  buenQ_ps  cuando  los  hermanos  estln  juntos:  / se  parecq_jl  roclo  sobre  los 
montes  de  Sibn. 

3.  Miren  que  buertQ_ps  cuando  los  hermanos  estan  juntos,  / porqu^pl  Sefior  ahj  manda  vi- 
da_eterna_y  bendicion.  ' 


2.  How  pleasant  and  harmonious  when  God’s  people  are  together:  / refreshing  as  the  dew 
upon  the  mountain  of  the  Lord. 

3.  How  pleasant  and  harmonious  when  God’s  people  are  together:  / there  the  Lord  God 
bestows  his  blessing  - life  for  evermore. 

2.  Seht  doch,  wie  gut  und  herrlich  ist’s,  wenn  wir  in  Eintracht  leben./Das  ist  erfri- 
schend  wie  der  Tau,  der  auf  dem  Zion  fallt. 

3.  Seht  doch,  wie  gut  und  herrlich  ist’s,  wenn  wir  in  Eintracht  leben.  / Dann  segnet 
Gott  und  gibt  uns  Leben  bis  in  Ewigkeit. 


12  We  are  not  alone 


We  are  not  alone;  we  live  in  God’s  world. 

We  believe  in  God 

who  has  created  and  is  creating; 
who  has  come  in  Jesus,  to  reconcile 
and  make  new. 

We  trust  God 

who  calls  us  to  be  the  church; 
to  love  and  serve  others; 
to  seek  justice  and  resist  evil; 
to  proclaim  Jesus,  crucified  and  risen, 
our  judge  and  our  hope. 

In  life,  in  death,  in  life  beyond  death, 

God  is  with  us. 

We  are  not  alone. 

Thanks  be  to  God. 
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Kneels  at  the  Feet 


1 Kneels  at  the  feet  of  his  friends,  si-lent  - ly  wash  es  their 


feet:  mas -ter  who  acts  as  a slave  to  them. 

Refrain  Fjjra/A  Bm  Fjfm/A  D A7 


2.  Neighbours  are  both  rich  and  poor,  Tom  Colvin  (c.  1965)  and 

neighbours  are  both  black  and  white.  people  of  Ghana 

neighbours  are  nearby  and  far  away. 

3.  These  are  the  ones  we  should  serve, 
these  are  the  ones  we  should  love; 
people  are  neighbours  to  us  and  you. 

4.  Loving  puts  us  on  our  knees, 
serving  as  though  we  are  slaves: 

this  is  the  way  we  should  live  with  you. 

A cantor,  or  small  group,  may  sing  the  verses,  all  joining  in  the  refrain  after  each  verse. 


15  We  believe 


14  Prayer  for  reconciliation 


Across  the  barriers  that  divide  race  from  race: 

Reconcile  us,  O Christ,  by  your  cross. 

Across  the  barriers  that  divide  the  rich  from  the  poor: 

Reconcile  us,  O Christ,  by  your  cross. 

Across  the  barriers  that  divide  people  of  different  faiths: 

Reconcile  us,  O Christ,  by  your  cross. 

Across  the  barriers  that  divide  Christians: 

Reconcile  us,  O Christ,  by  your  cross. 

Across  the  barriers  that  divide  men  and  women,  young  and  old : 
Reconcile  us,  O Christ,  by  your  cross. 

Confront  us,  O Christ,  with  the  hidden  prejudices  and  fears 

WHICH  DENY  AND  BETRAY  OUR  PRAYERS. 

Enable  us  to  see  the  causes  of  strife,  remove  from  us  all 

FALSE  SENSE  OF  SUPERIORITY.  TEACH  US  TO  GROW  IN  UNITY 
WITH  ALL  GOD’S  CHILDREN.  AMEN. 


We  believe  in  God  the  Father 
who  created  the  whole  world. 

He  will  bring  together 
all  things  in  Christ. 

He  wants  all  humankind 

to  live  together  as  brothers  and  sisters 

in  a single  family. 

We  believe  in  God  the  Son 
who  was  made  man. 

He  reconciled 

the  whole  world  with  God. 

He  threw  down  the  walls 
which  separate  us: 
walls  of  religion, 
or  walls  of  sex, 
race  or  culture, 
money  or  class. 

We  believe  in  God  the  Holy  Spirit 
who  is  the  promise 

of  the  kingdom  of  God  which  is  coming. 
He  gives  us  the  power 
to  uproot  evil 

and  announce  reconciliation 
for  all  people  and  nations. 

He  leads  us  to  serve 
and  love  human  beings 
to  strive  for  justice, 
and  to  be  builders 
of  peace  in  the  world. 

Amen 


16  Adoration 


O Supreme  Lord  of  the  Universe, 

You  fill  and  sustain  everything  around  us; 

With  the  touch  of  your  hand  you  turned 
chaos  into  order,  darkness  into  light. 

Unknown  energies  you  hid  in  the  heart  of  matter. 

From  you  bursts  forth  the  splendour  of  the  sun, 
and  the  mild  radiance  of  the  moon. 

Stars  and  planets  without  number  you  set  in  ordered  movement. 
You  are  the  source  of  the  fire’s  heat  and  the  wind’s  might, 
of  the  water’s  coolness  and  the  earth’s  stability. 

Deep  and  wonderful  are  the  mysteries  of  your  creation. 

We  adore  you,  you  are  beyond  all  form! 

You  give  form  to  everything.  Lord  of  all  creation. 

God  of  all  salvation, 

You  formed  us  in  your  own  image. 

You  created  us  male  and  female, 
you  willed  our  union  and  harmony. 

You  entrusted  the  earth  to  our  care 

and  promised  your  blessing  to  all  our  descendants. 

You  gave  us  the  spirit  of  discernment  to  know  you, 

the  power  of  speech  to  celebrate  your  glory, 

the  strength  of  love  to  give  ourselves  in  joy  to  you. 

In  this  wondrous  way,  O God, 
you  called  us  to  share 
in  your  own  being, 
your  own  knowledge, 
your  own  bliss. 

In  the  Oneness  of  the  Supreme  Spirit, 

through  Christ  who  unites  all  things  in  his  fullness 

we  and  the  whole  creation  give  to  you 

honour  and  glory,  thanks  and  praise, 

worship  and  adoration, 

now  and  in  every  age,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
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Magnificat 


Maluku  Pooular  Tune 
Arr.  Mervyn  S.  Rosser,  1962 


ly  soul  doth  mag  ni  - fy  the  Lord,  My  spi  - rit  Soth 
In  God  my  Sa  viour,  for  His  word  Declaredto  me,  the  choice 


1.  My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord, 

My  spirit  doth  rejoice 

In  God  my  Saviour,  for  His  word 
Declared  to  me,  the  choice 
Of  His  handmaiden  to  become 
The  mother  of  the  Christ, 

That  for  the  Son  of  God  my  home 
And  humble  heart  sufficed. 

2.  Behold,  from  henceforth  to  my  name 
Shall  generations  give 

Their  blessings,  for  the  Lord  who  came 
As  one  with  all  to  live. 

The  mercy  of  our  God  is  great 
And  great  His  deeds  of  love. 

He  looked  upon  our  low  estate 
And  lifted  us  above. 

3.  The  proud  He  scattered  in  their  pride. 
The  rich  must  empty  go. 

The  strong  His  strength  down  set  aside. 
The  mighty  are  brought  low. 

The  humble  are  exalted  high, 

The  hungry  filled  with  food. 

The  God  of  Israel  has  drawn  nigh. 

The  Lord,  our  God,  is  good. 


D T Niles 


x 
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